Marc Shuman and Skip Barrett

Co-Founders of GarageTek® 

Marc Shuman
President, Founder
Marc Shuman was struck by lightning driving through Texas one day. Well, not literally, but this was the feeling he had when he conceived the GarageTek idea.  Shuman and GarageTek co-founder, Skip Barrett, were on a business trip together for their former company, IVC, when the inspiration for a garage organization and storage system hit Shuman. Both he and Barrett were brainstorming ideas for the next “killer application” of TekPanel, a thermoplastic wall panel product they had developed and perfected for IVC’s retail clients.  

As the president and majority shareholder of GarageTek, Shuman has taken GarageTek from incubation to installation in thousands of homes across the nation.  He is now focused on setting the strategic direction for the continued growth and development of the GarageTek brand. He oversees the company’s marketing, engineering, operational and franchise development functions.   

Highlights of Shuman’s professional background include:

· Former president of International Visual Corporation (IVC), a prominent store fixture manufacturer serving department store clients such as JC Penney, Saks and Nordstrom.

· Member of the National Association of Professional Organizers (NAPO), Long Island Builder's Institute (LIBI), National Association of Home Builders (NAHB), Home Safety Council (HSC) and International Franchise Association (IFA). 

· BA in finance from The George Washington University and an MBA in finance from Hofstra University. 

Skip Barrett

Director of Franchise Development, Founder 

Skip Barrett is a wordsmith on a mission. If things go his way, Americans will soon add a new noun and verb to their lexicon–GarageTek. As in: “Check out my new GarageTek,” or “My home just got GarageTeked.” Simply put, his goal is to make GarageTek synonymous with garage organization.

As the director of franchise development for GarageTek, Barrett is responsible for deciding on and awarding GarageTek franchises from the interested pool of applicants–a demanding job when you consider that Barrett receives 15-20 franchise application downloads from the company’s Web site on an average day. 

(more)
In four years, Barrett has steered more than 44 franchisees in 67 markets across the United States into the GarageTek system.  Now GarageTek has locations internationally as well, including Canada, the United Kingdom, Australia and South Africa.  To orientate new franchisees, he coordinates and implements a two week-long GarageTek University training program and he is responsible for providing continued sales education to all the franchisees.  

Prior to GarageTek, Barrett was the national sales manager for IVC where he and Shuman first worked together.  Barrett is a graduate of Franklin & Marshall College. 
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