Corporate Backgrounder


GarageTek® is a custom garage organization and storage system that creates a neat, clean and usable space out of the garage—an often overlooked and underutilized room in the home. The first national brand of its kind, the GarageTek system is unlike any other product. Its distinguishing advantages start with a proprietary product called TekPanel(.  


TekPanel is a thermoplastic product that traditionally has been used to organize merchandise for displays. It is revered by retailers such as JCPenney, Macy’s, Saks and Lord & Taylor for its strength, light weight, consistent color and durability. The TekPanel technology, which has withstood the rigors of the retail environment, is now the backbone of the GarageTek system.


Builders and homeowners value GarageTek for a myriad of reasons: it’s versatile (if you change your mind, it’s a snap to reconfigure the system); it’s weatherproof, bugproof and fire rated; and it is backed by a lifetime warranty. With GarageTek, everything has its place in the garage because it is professionally designed and installed. Components and accessories are customized according to each family’s unique needs–whether they’re looking to store golf clubs, fishing gear, woodworking tools or more common household items. 

GarageTek — The Story


Marc Shuman and Skip Barrett are the originators behind the GarageTek concept.  While working for a leading manufacturer of store fixtures and visual merchandising equipment, Shuman, who was the president, and Barrett, who was the national sales manager, began exploring alternative uses for the company’s innovative TekPanel product.  


In the mid-1990s, shortly after TekPanel was perfected, Shuman and Barrett were driven by the competitive business climate to look for new applications for this versatile product. While many options were considered, Shuman conceived the breakthrough idea—using TekPanel as the foundation for a garage organization system.  


After the planning and development stage, Shuman and Barrett were ready to tackle the next hurdle: determining whether anyone wanted to become a GarageTek franchisee. 
(more)

This was quickly answered when installation by one builder led to other dealers coming forward with requests. The “snowball” effect created the authorized dealer network, which has evolved as the company's principal distribution channel.  While other companies offer organization products, none offer the same advantages as GarageTek—the pioneer that invented this new home improvement product and now leads the growing category. 

About GarageTek:   GarageTek® is the revolutionary industry leader in an $800 million garage organization market, the fastest growing segment of the $8 billion home organization market.  As the number one brand, GarageTek has locations throughout the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, South Africa and Australia.  Utilizing its patented TekPanel( system, GarageTek makes every inch of the garage interior ready for more than 100 interchangeable storage solutions ranging from proprietary cabinets to flooring and lighting. GarageTek also uses an innovative 3-D software program for their clients to customize the system to their home. The entire product line is the only one in the industry that is UL load-rated, weatherproof, insect-proof, fire-rated and backed by a lifetime warranty. Every system is professionally installed by GarageTek technicians. This growing franchise business has been recognized as No. 1 in organizing systems by Entrepreneur magazine’s Franchise 500 List and No. 36 by Franchise Time’s Fastest Growing U.S. Franchise and was listed in the top 100 building products for three consecutive years.  GarageTek was recently recognized by a leading consumer magazine as the No. 1 overall professionally installed garage organization system with "excellent" ratings in assembly and construction, the only categories reviewed.  For more information about GarageTek, visit www.garagetek.com or call 866-664-2724 for more information about the international franchise system.  
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