GarageTek® Fun Facts

Great Things Happen in Garages


What do the “Gilligan’s Island” theme song, Apple Computers and Mickey Mouse have in common? They were all invented in a garage. Although it’s usually the most humble room of the house, there’s something about it that has inspired many of humanity’s greatest inventions.   


Now there’s a company that’s reinventing the garage, making even more room for breakthroughs in this birthplace of great ideas. GarageTek, a custom organization and storage system, is transforming the American garage into a much more functional room that’s neat, clean and usable. To celebrate this underappreciated room, GarageTek offers this round-up of fun garage facts:

Mouse in the House

Walt Disney got his idea for Mickey Mouse while he worked in a garage. He was watching the mice play one night and got the inspiration for Mortimer Mouse. He didn't change the name until shortly before he finished the first Mickey Mouse cartoon the 1928 "Steamboat Willie.” Source: Coolquiz.com
HP Incubator

Stanford University engineers Bill Hewlett and Dave Packard started their company in a Palo Alto garage. Their first product was an audio oscillator, coincidently, bought by Walt Disney Studios for use in the making of Fantasia. Source: Coolquiz.com
The Millionaires Next Door

Online auction giant eBay is said to have created hundreds of millionaires, many of whom started their business in their garage. Source: Onlinetrader.com

Rockin’ Garages

Legendary rock bands, among them Buddy Holly and the Crickets, The Kinks, Creedence Clearwater Revival and Nirvana, got their start in the garage. Source: Garage: Reinventing the Place We Park by Kira Obolensky
A Three-Hour Tour…

The famed "Gilligan's Island" theme song was recorded in a garage. Sherwood Schwartz wrote it with composer George Wyle in the garage of Sherwood's friend. The ballad was recorded in one afternoon. Source: Morty’s World of TV; www.mortystv.com
Famed Two-Seater

The initials M.G. on the British-made automobile stand for "Morris Garage." Source: Coolquiz.com
Apples Grow in Garages 

Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak built the prototype for the Apple I, the first 

personal computer, in Jobs’ garage. Source: Fast Company; www.fastcompany.com 
(more)

Presidential Car Pool

President William Taft converted the White House stables into a garage for four cars in 1909. Source: Coolquiz.com 

"Silicon Garage" California

California Registered Historical Landmark #976 is a garage at 367 Addison Avenue in Palo Alto. It's the birthplace of the world's first high-tech region, Silicon Valley. The idea for such a region originated with Dr. Fredrick Terman, a Stanford University professor who encouraged students to start their own electronics companies locally, rather than join established firms on the East Coast.  Source: Coolquiz.com
Media Milestones

DeWitt and Lila Wallace, creators of Reader’s Digest, ran their publication out of a rented garage in Pleasantville, NY. Source: Garage: Reinventing the Place We Park by Kira Obolensky 

It’s thought that the modern broadcasting industry began in Frank Conrad's garage on the outskirts of Pittsburgh. In 1920, Conrad's weekly broadcasts from his garage led to the founding of KDKA, widely considered the world's first commercial radio station.  Source: “Conrad’s Garage,” NPR; www.npr.org
Wacky Toys

Wham-O was born in a garage in 1948 when entrepreneurs — and best friends — Richard Knerr and Arthur "Spuds" Melin began producing slingshots that sold for 75 cents. In 1982, Knerr and Melin sold out to Kransco Manufacturing for $12 million and retired. 

Source: Ideafinder.com
Quit Your Day Job 

“Liquid paper” was invented by Bette Nesmith Graham, a divorcee who went to work as a typist in 1951 to support herself and her son. Unfortunately (or fortunately), she wasn't a good typist and developed a product to hide her mistakes, using her kitchen and garage as a factory.  She eventually quit her day job — in 1979, the Gillette Corporation bought Liquid Paper for $47.5 million plus royalties. Source: Ideafinder.com

Sitcom Shelter

TV classics such as “My Favorite Martian” and “Happy Days” had characters that lived in garages. The Martian hid out in an ad man’s garage, while The Fonz lived atop the Cunningham’s garage.  Source: Garage: Reinventing the Place We Park by Kira Obolensky

Historical High Points

Henry Ford, inventor of the first car, also invented the first garage. While working on the vehicle in a neighbor’s coal shed, Ford realized that it was too big for the shed’s door, so he busted open a brick wall, essentially creating the first garage door. Source:  Henry Ford Museum & Greenfield Village; www.hfmgv.org
In the mid-1990s, Mark Shuman and Skip Barrett created the GarageTek concept. The company incorporated in January 2000 and sales began shortly thereafter, forever changing the way homeowners utilize their garage.  
#   #   #
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