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National Garage Safety Week, August 2 – 8, 2004
First National Garage Safety Week Asks Homeowners
to Safeguard their Garage

Program’s Goal is to Prevent Millions of Injuries

That Occur in the Home Each Year

Syosset, N.Y.      “People don’t realize that a clean garage is a safe garage,” lamented Mark Berman of Jacksonville, Florida, who just completed installing a GarageTek organization and storage system for a homeowner whose child was seriously injured by improperly stored chemicals in the garage. “Unfortunately, we see all kinds of hazards in the garage everyday and people don’t pay attention to them until someone gets hurt.”

Storing toxic liquids, improper lighting, overloaded shelving and steel rakes propped next to children’s toys are just some of the hazards that exist in many of the nation’s 65 million garages.  

To help prevent accidents from occurring, GarageTek, the experts in garage storage and organization, has teamed up with the Home Safety Council to create the first National Garage Safety Week from August 2 through August 8, 2004. The Home Safety Council is a non-profit agency in Washington, DC dedicated to educating and empowering families to take actions that will help keep their loved ones safe in and around their homes.
“There are nearly 21 million medical office visits from preventable home injuries in the U.S. each year,” explained Meri-K Appy, President of the Home Safety Council. “Many of those injuries happen in the garage. If Americans would clear the clutter and pay more attention to the garage, families would be much safer in their own homes.”

“The summer is a great time to review the condition of the garage,“ explained Marc Shuman, President of GarageTek, “There’s a lot of outside activity, kids are running in and out and extra seasonal items are in constant use. Consumers are using their garage as an extension of their homes. It just makes sense for them to care for their garage space as they would another part of their home.”
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Avoid Injuries with these Seven Simple Rules:

The Home Safety Council and GarageTek have created a website, www.garagesafety.info, to provide consumers the information they need to ensure their garage is a safe garage. The website offers an array of tips, resources and a free “Garage Safety Checklist” available to download.
The partnership has also identified the following seven garage “safety zones” for consumers to survey for potential dangers including: 

1.  Floor

Keep all objects off the floor of your garage. Children can trip over them, or be injured trying to climb them. Keep stairs, steps, and landings clear of clutter to avoid falls.

2.  Walls

Do not prop shovels, rakes, lawn chairs, bikes and other sharp objects against walls. Objects should be hung from walls by pegs. Or, install a modular garage organization and storage system such as GarageTek.  These flexible systems allow you to securely mount storage solutions, such as cabinets, shelving and brackets, to the walls and can be reconfigured with ease.
3.  Cabinets

Store sharp, toxic, or otherwise dangerous items you wouldn't want children to play with in locked cabinets. Store cabinets in a part of the garage away from where toys are stored.

4.  Shelving

Put the heavy equipment on lower shelves and light stuff on higher shelves. This makes it easier and safer to get to what you want. Be careful not to overload shelves. 

5.  Air Quality

Carbon monoxide poisoning can occur by breathing auto exhaust in a closed space; it can be fatal. Always pull the car out of the garage after starting it, and idle the engine outside only. Leaving the garage door open does NOT provide adequate ventilation.  The Home Safety Council recommends installing at least one CO alarm in every home that has an attached garage.
6.  Lighting

Make sure garage lighting is adequate. Stairwells should be well lit. Use the maximum safe wattage in light fixtures. And when light bulbs are used near a work area, protect them with a substantial guard to reduce the risk of breakage and fire.
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7.  General Safety

Make sure there's a fire extinguisher and stocked first aid kit in the garage. Read the instructions and make sure you and your family can use the equipment properly in an emergency.

For more information about garage safety, log onto www.garagesafety.info



About GarageTek: GarageTek is the nation’s premier garage organization and storage system. Its unique system provides customers with professionally designed and installed garage organization solutions made from its proprietary product called TekPanel, a rust, bug and fire resistant material.  GarageTek systems are modular, making them easily customizable to suite a customer’s specific needs. TekPanel does not dent or scratch and is backed by GarageTek’s 10 year product warranty.
GarageTek has transformed thousands of American garages since it was incorporated in January 2000. GarageTek operates franchises in 67 markets and 34 states from coast to coast. For more information about GarageTek, log onto:  www.garagetek.com.
About the Home Safety Council:

The Home Safety Council is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to helping prevent the nearly 21 million medical visits that occur on average each year from unintentional injuries in the home. Through national programs and partners across America, the Home Safety Council works to educate and empower families to take actions that help keep them safe in and around their homes. To learn more about the Council’s programs, partnerships and resources, visit the Home Safety Council at www.homesafetycouncil.org. 
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