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GARAGE SAFETY FACTS
FROM GARAGETEK
The leading causes of accidental injuries treated in emergency rooms include falls, being struck by or against an object, overexertion, cuts and poisonings.  The risk to family members for all of these can be especially high in the garage.   GarageTek, the leader and inventor of the garage organization and storage category, is educating consumers on garage safety and bringing to the forefront the often ignored accident-prone conditions that exist in the garage.  

	Home injuries are on the rise (National Safety Council)
While accidental injuries and deaths in the workplace have decreased dramatically, injury-related deaths occurring in the home and community have risen 30 percent in just the last 15 years.

In 2005, an estimated 64,600 unintentional-injury deaths occurred in the home and community.  That accounts for 57 percent of all 113 thousand unintentional-injury deaths that year.

An estimated 33.2 million people seek medical attention for injuries every year.

There are approximately 7.8 million fall-related injuries every year.

The leading cause of unintentional-injury deaths in the home and community include falls, poisoning, choking and fires.

Falls, being struck by or against an object, and cuts are leading causes of nonfatal unintentional injuries that are treated in hospital emergency departments.

	According to the American Garage Safety Survey, the garage is home to significant dangers

34 percent of consumers admit to having had an accident in their garage.  

More than 75 percent of all reported garage-related injuries resulted from either slipping and falling or stepping on an object left on the garage floor.  

Overall garage safety concerns:

· Slipping and falling (24 percent)

· Stepping on objects left on the floor (23 percent)

· Falling objects (13 percent)

· Fire (12 percent)
One out of three American garages does not have sufficient lighting.  

Nearly one out of three garage-users report an injury has occurred within their garage.
Some common poisons found in the garage are: 

· Carbon monoxide from running vehicles

· Paint and paint thinners
· Household cleaning products and fertilizers
· Pool chemicals

· Automotive fluids such as anti-freeze and gasoline
· Road salt or ice melt mixtures (poisonous to pets)
More than 57 percent of consumers admit to having a moderately cluttered to extremely disorganized garage (Peachtree Consulting Group).

Nearly 40 percent of homeowners have children younger than 12 in their garage at least monthly, and 25 percent have children in the garage daily (Peachtree Consulting Group).
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