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GARAGE SAFETY TIPS
FROM GARAGETEK
GarageTek, the leader and inventor of the garage organization and storage category is educating consumers on garage safety and bringing to the forefront the often ignored accident-prone conditions that exist in the garage.  

The leading causes of accidental injuries treated in emergency rooms include falls, being struck by or against an object, overexertion, cuts and poisonings.  The risk to family members for all of these can be especially high in the garage.  Simple steps homeowners can take to decrease the risk for accidents in the garage include:
	Overall Garage Safety

Create order by designating zones for items stored in the garage, then you will know where to find items and, even better, where to put them back!  Zone suggestions include:

· Lawn & Garden 

· Auto Care 

· Household Supplies 

· Sporting Goods 

· Kids Corner 

· Pet Needs
Have a system to organize belongings, whether professionally installed or DIY.

Get everything off the floor and stored in cabinets, on shelves, hooks or brackets. 

Inform all family members about potential dangers of the garage door.
Be sure the garage safety station includes a fire extinguisher and first aid kit.
	Slips, falling objects and cuts
Be sure the garage is well lit.

Use a slip resistant flooring product.

Do not pile objects or material, since children may climb on piles to play.

Relocate heavy and sharp objects, such as tires and gardening tools propped against walls. Make sure these items are stored out of children's reach. 

Store ladders horizontally. This prevents tipping and discourages children from climbing them.

Store tools, gardening supplies and automotive parts on shelves and out of children's reach.

Hang shovels, rakes, lawn chairs, bikes and other sharp objects securely from pegs on a sidewall. Hang the sharp edges toward the wall. 

Anchor tall shelving units to the wall.

Install sturdy, ceiling mounted storage grids to keep seldom-used or seasonal items out of the way. 

	Poisons

Make sure poisonous products such as pesticides, automotive fluids, lighter fluid, paint thinner, antifreeze and turpentine have child-resistant caps, are clearly labeled and are stored either on a high shelf or in a locked cabinet.

Never leave cars running inside a closed or open garage to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning.

Install a carbon monoxide detector rated for the garage.


	Fire

Lock electrical supply boxes to prevent children from opening them. 

Clean the garage of dust, webs and trash, which can interfere with the electrical system.

Avoid use of naked bulbs. Shield bulbs used near work areas to reduce risk of breakage and fire.

Store gasoline in small quantities only and in a proper, tightly sealed labeled container.

Install a smoke alarm in the garage.
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