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2004 Holiday Gift Trend:  Last Minute Home Improvements

NEW YORK:  The facts are clear, more and more American homeowners are giving home improvements as gifts to each other and themselves.  In two separate studies by Harris Interactive of more than 1,000 households it was found that Americans are more likely to give practical gifts such as home improvement, rather than luxury gifts, like jewelry.  This information is consistent with the fact that the $233 billion remodeling industry continues its annual growth of at least 5% annually. 

What type of home improvement projects are consumers undertaking?  Home organization is top on the list according to a recent survey conducted by NPD.  Garage storage was the single largest purchase preference in home organization at 25.3% according to NPD.  And that’s not only the men.  Although according to one Harris poll, 62% of men would like tools rather than apparel, 36% of women wanted home improvement gifts—a close second to the 39% of woman who wanted jewelry.  In another Harris poll, 80% of Americans cited a home improvement project as dad’s top gift choice.  And according to a survey by Peachtree Consulting Group, the garage is the number one room where consumers are planning to spend their organization dollars.
This comes as no surprise to GarageTek, the leader in custom designed and installed garage organization and storage systems.  Since pioneering this new market sector in 2000, GarageTek has seen consumer demand shoot up in December. This demand mainly comes from the homeowner’s desire to give a gift they can appreciate as they enter and exit the garage on the way to work every day.  Because the whole process can be completed in a matter of days, a garage organization and storage system is less intrusive and faster than other home improvement projects.  As a result, GarageTek services a lot of last minute shoppers who want to make a big impact.  
Brimming with tools, equipment, and boxes full of things that don’t seem to have a place anywhere, the typical American garage aptly defines the word “clutter”.  During the holiday season, the usual garage clutter gets even worse, thanks to the seasonal influx of decoration boxes, summer storage, winter gear and snow removal equipment.  In the age of larger SUVs, consumers need to create more room in the garage to find space for their cars, especially in climates where snow is a factor.
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Last Minute Home Improvement Gifts

“When you search for ‘home improvement gifts’ on Google, more than 33,000 links come up,” said Marc Shuman, President and founder of GarageTek.  “The options are endless.  But most of our customers have one of three issues:  1) They want a great place to park that new car they gave their spouse.  2) They have no room in the garage for the car and want to get it in before the snow falls.  Or 3) They have no basement or attic, and they know that the garage is the best room in the house to renovate and make space for storage and other family activities,” according to Shuman.  

Homeowners can learn more about GarageTek organization solutions by logging onto:  www.garagetek.com or by calling 866.664.2724 for local dealer information.

About GarageTek:  The Company offers the widest selection of garage storage and organization products in the industry. The patented TekPanel is the backbone of the system, making every inch of the garage interior ready for interchangeable accessories, including:  cabinets and shelves, activity racks, workbenches and mobile tool units, baskets and brackets, ceiling solutions and a dedicated Kid’z Korner.  With GarageTek's custom tile flooring, the garage becomes a fully functional and well appointed room from the floor to the walls and ceiling.  Every GarageTek system is professionally designed using proprietary software that develops a 3D, color rendering and then is installed by factory-trained technicians. The entire product line is weatherproof, insect-proof, fire-rated and backed by a 10-year warranty.  GarageTek is the exclusive garage sponsor of the National Association of Professional Organizers’ Get Organized Month, as well as a member of the National Association of Home Builders, the Home Safety Council and the International Franchise Association.
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