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New Year’s Resolution:  Get Organized

Solution:  Tips to clean up the messiest room – the garage

GarageTek Partners with NAPO for National Get Organized Month
(Syosset, NY) December 2005 — GarageTek, the world’s leader in custom installed garage organization and storage systems, has announced its partnership with the National Association of Professional Organizers (NAPO) to sponsor Get Organized (GO) Month.  The goal of this month-long program is to help Americans get organized for the 2006 New Year.  Peachtree Consulting Group and Homeworld Business magazine cite the garage as the #1 area in the home that consumers want to get organized.  Homeowners want a safe and clean garage.  According to the American Garage Safety Survey, 94% of garage owners store dangerous items in their garage and 60% admit to their garage being disorganized.  

In honor of GO Month, Marc Shuman, Founder and President of GarageTek  has some tips for cleaning up the garage and creating additional living space.  “There’s no question that January is the most popular month to make a resolution to organize your life starting with your home.  But some people just don’t know where to start, especially in the garage which is often an overwhelming task. The key is to follow 5 simple steps,” says Shuman.

1. Lighten the Load & Help the Needy
Determine what to keep, throw out and what to donate. If you are donating, take children with you to teach them how parting with no-longer-needed items will help those less fortunate.
2. Keep it in the Zone 
Store family belongings in zones to increase organization in the garage and reduce time wasted searching for needed items.  A typical garage should have zones for:  excess household items, safety, gardening, off-season storage, sporting goods, tools, and even pets.  
3. Go With the Flow 

Organize your storage zones where you use them, just like any other room in the home.  For instance, safety stations should be near the garage entrance into the home, seasonal items can go above the garage door in the often unused space and workshops should be placed near electrical outlets.
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4. Look Up for Unused Space
There are so many ceiling storage options available today, that a consumer can raise the “junk” off the floor using a variety of shelves and hoists.  
5. Use the New Room 

“Once the garage is organized, homeowners find that they have a whole new living space for hobbies, an exercise/play area, even weekly poker games,” says  Shuman.   
GarageTek 


GarageTek®, the first national brand in the $500 million garage organization industry, has locations throughout the United States and in Canada and the United Kingdom.  Utilizing a proprietary product called TekPanel(, the backbone of the system; GarageTek makes every inch of the garage interior ready for GarageTek’s more than 100 interchangeable storage solutions. These products include:  cabinets and shelves, activity racks, workbenches and mobile tool units, lighting, baskets and brackets, modular flooring, and ceiling solutions.  Every GarageTek system is professionally designed using proprietary software that develops a 3D, color rendering.  Then the system is installed by factory-trained technicians in 1-2 days. The entire product line is only one in the industry that is UL load-rated, weatherproof, insect-proof, fire-rated and backed by a 10-year warranty.  Visit www.garagetek.com or call 866-664-2724 for more information about the international franchise system. 

NAPO

The National Association of Professional Organizers is a non-profit professional association whose members include organizing consultants, speakers, trainers, authors, and manufacturers of organizing products. Founded in 1985, it is the largest national association of and for organizers with more than 3,350 members throughout the world.  For more information on NAPO, visit www.napo.net. 
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