      TekPanel( Fact Sheet

  The Technology behind the GarageTek® System


GarageTek is the innovator and leader in the new category of professionally designed and installed residential garage organization systems. The company’s products appeal to homeowners who want a neat, clean and usable garage but who lack the time or desire to “do it themselves.”  


The first national brand of its kind, the GarageTek system is unlike any other garage organization or storage product on the market. For starters, it’s a professionally designed system that is installed for homeowners. What’s more, it’s based on a proprietary, patented product called TekPanel, which was originally invented for application in the retail environment.   

The TekPanel Advantage:  Strength and Versatility


The backbone of the GarageTek system is its patented TekPanel, a strong, glossy wall panel on which the other system elements are attached. TekPanel is made from a highly durable thermoplastic material that’s amazingly sturdy. The approximately 1’ x 10’ panels fit together with tongue and groove joints, much like a hardwood floor, creating a seamless finish. It’s been time-tested and used in “high abuse” retail store environments for years. Plus, GarageTek’s specially engineered clips on every accessory ensure even weight distribution on the panel and superior load-bearing capabilities.  


While durability is a must for any garage storage system, one of the distinguishing advantages of TekPanel is its versatility:

· Because the storage components and accessories are a snap to move around, consumers can rearrange their storage system depending on changing needs. Unlike a wooden cabinet affixed to a wall, or a metal storage cabinet that’s been placed on the floor, GarageTek is not “static”–it can be reconfigured with ease.  

· GarageTek’s accessories are custom-made for the products they’ll be storing. For example, a GarageTek bike rack has room for the bike, helmets and backpacks (it’s not just two hooks for the bike wheels). There are a wide variety of accessories, which can be purchased with the system or added on later.  Some accessory examples include: activity racks for lawn equipment, tools and sporting goods; sturdy shelving; workbenches; wall cabinets of varying sizes and capacities; large utility brackets and more. Each piece is clearly identifiable and easy to reconfigure. Cabinets are lockable for safety and security.  The beautiful styling and neutral colors make the GarageTek system a perfect blend with any home décor.
 (More)

The Practicality of TekPanel

In addition to its durability and versatility, TekPanel has several inherent advantages over other materials commonly used for garage storage systems (i.e., wood or MDF):

· TekPanel is waterproof, weatherproof, bug-proof and fire rated. It won’t warp or rot in the garage, which can be exposed to a range of elements. 

· TekPanel is colored through with a glossy finish and is backed by a lifetime warranty.

· TekPanel is easy to clean. Simply remove the stored items and wipe it down.  

TekPanel’s Track Record

While the use of TekPanel in residential settings is new, it’s not a new product. It has proven itself in the rigorous retail environment for years and is revered by leading companies such as JC Penney, Saks, Lord & Taylor and Macy’s, all of which use the product to display merchandise in their stores. The story behind TekPanel goes like this:

· During the early 1990s, the JCPenney Company approached Marc Shuman, GarageTek president, with a problem (he was working for a company called IVC at the time). The slatwall it used to organize merchandise for display was made of an MDF product, and in addition to being heavy and hard to install, the product often failed and broke apart when overloaded. This caused unsightly scars on the slatwall that were costly to replace. 

· So, JCPenney asked IVC to use its knowledge of thermo plastics to create a superior alternative to the conventional MDF slatwall.

· In 1995, after three years of conducting research and overcoming many technical issues, TekPanel was perfected and manufactured. TekPanel was an immediate success with JCPenney because of its strength, its light weight, its molded-through color and its durability. During the next five years, thousands of feet of TekPanel were installed in JCPenney and other stores, with not one reported product-related failure of TekPanel in all that time.

· Shortly after TekPanel was perfected, Shuman was driven by the competitive business climate to look for new applications for this versatile product. While many options were considered, Shuman conceived the breakthrough idea—using TekPanel as the foundation for a garage organization system.
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